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Telemarketing Fraud Against Seniors MARCH POSTAGE UPDATE  
By Detective Aaron Smith, Bunco/Fraud Unit We need $20,000 again this 

year to cover the expenses of 
newsletter postage, labels and 

return newsletters.  For the past 
27 years, we have been able to raise this money 
through generous donations from our subscribers and 
the newsletter advertisers.  We hope we can continue 
to do this in 2006. At the end of January, we received 
$2,667. We have $17,332 to go! A $4 donation pays 
for each subscriber’s postage.  A $5 or more donation 
puts your name in the newsletter as a contributor.  A 
$20 donation will put your name in the newsletter and 
you will receive a Neighborhood Watch sticker and a 
Surf City key chain.   Make your check out to: 

 
According to the Alliance Against Fraud in 
Telemarketing and Electronic Commerce, 
people 60 years of age and older accounted for 
26 percent of telemarketing fraud victims.  
However, the group showed significantly higher 
representation in certain categories, such as 
prizes and sweepstakes, where they accounted for 60 percent of 
the victims.  According to the National Consumers League, 
illegal telemarketing operations bilk U.S. citizens out of at least 
$40 billion annually.  A significant number of illegal contest and 
prize scams originate in Canada.  Mail fraud complaints are up 
27 percent, according to the Postal 
Inspection Service.  Older people are 
frequent targets of fraudulent telemarketers.  
These are some of the reasons why: 

HB NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH. 
Send to  

HB NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH,  
P.O. BOX 5667 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA  92615 

or  
HB POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2000 MAIN ST. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 

  
NEWSLETTER IS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE  
Help us save postage!  
Receive the newsletter 
online!  You can receive the 
newsletter online by sending 
your email address to swajda@hbpd.org.  Or you can 
go directly to the police department's web sit at 
hbpd.org.  If you want the newsletter online and are 
currently receiving your newsletter by mail, include 
your name and address, so we can remove your name 
and address from the mailing list. 

To Receive Your Newsletter Online 
Please send your e-mail to: 

swajda@hbpd.org 
________________________________ 

Neighborhood Watch Board Meeting 
Tuesday, April 11, 2006 at 6:30PM  

IT IS HARD TO TELL IF A CALLER IS LEGITIMATE.  
Good salespeople are convincing and so are crooks. 
 
IT IS HARD TO HANG UP.   Many people feel that it’s 
impolite to hang up on callers.  And swindlers know how to take 
control of the conversation, either by pretending to be very 
friendly or by using bullying tactics. 
 
SENIOR CITIZENS ARE TARGETED RELENTLESSLY.  
Some older people get more than 20 calls a day from scam artists 
– the same ones trying to wear them down, or ones who know 
they’ve been victimized before and think they’re vulnerable. 
 
(continued on page 2) 
 
 

http://www.hbpd.org/
mailto:swajda@hbpd.org
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AND THEY NEED TO KNOW they can protect themselves 
from being targets of fraud by: 

WE ALL WANT TO BELIEVE.  Who 
doesn’t want to win a valuable prize or 
strike it rich on an investment?  People want 
to believe that it’s their lucky day, and may 
react with anger or suspicion when friends 
or family question their optimism. 
 
IT’S HARD TO HANG UP ON PEOPLE – 
especially when the caller sounds so polite 
and friendly.  But people wouldn’t let 
strangers into their homes or accept rides 
from someone they didn’t know.  So, they 
should handle telephone calls from strangers 
the same way. 
 
WHAT SENIORS SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT TELEMARKETING FRAUD 

• Illegal telemarketing is a crime, and 
that fraudulent telemarketers are 
criminals. 

• The FBI reports that there are an 
estimated 14,000 illegal 
telemarketing operations bilking 
consumers every day. 

• As much as $40 billion per year is 
lost to fraudulent telemarketers. 

• You can’t tell by the tone of 
someone’s voice if the caller is 
legitimate. 

• Legitimate 
companies don’t 
pressure people into 
sending money 
immediately. 

• It’s illegal for contests or 
sweepstakes to require payment to 
enter or claim a prize. 

• Legitimate marketers are willing to 
send written information about the 
products or services they’re selling. 

• Giving money to a fraudulent 
telemarketer usually means losing it 
forever. 

• Reporting suspected telemarketing 
crime is essential to stop it. 

 
 
 
 

 
• Telling the caller that they want to check it out and 

asking for a number to call back.  If the caller refuses 
to give the number or insists on an immediate 
decision, it’s a “red flag of fraud.” 

• Call the Huntington Beach Police Department at (714) 
960-8811 or the NCL’s National Fraud Information 
Center at (800) 876-7060. 

 
 
WARNING SIGNS THAT AN ELDERLY PERSON MAY 
BE A TARGET OF FRAUD: 
 
If an older person is: 

 

• Receiving lots of junk mail 
for contest, “free” trips, 
prizes and sweepstakes. 

• Getting frequent calls from strangers offering valuable 
awards or great money-making opportunities, or asking 
for charitable contributions. 

• Making repeated and/or large payments to out-of-state 
companies. 

• Having payments picked up by private courier services. 
• Receiving lots of cheap items such as costume jewelry, 

small appliances, pens and pencils, beauty  products, 
water filters, etc. (often purchased in order to win 
supposedly valuable prizes, or these were the prizes that 
they got). 

• Getting calls from organizations offering to recover 
money that they have paid to telemarketers, for a fee. 

Then, he or she may be a target of fraud.   
 
If you have been a victim of a telemarketer, please 
Contact Huntington Beach Police Department,  
Bunco/Fraud Unit, Detective Aaron Smith (714) 536-5951. 
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Barnett, Dennis/Karmen Belcher, Berthel/Eileen  
Bornhoft, William  Bowman, Melvin  
Braun, George/Helen  Burnette, Janiece   HB1—CRIME FIGHTER IN 

THE SKY Bush, Richard/Joan  Candiotti, Janet  
Cheek, Shara C.  Colthurst, Ingeborg   

Training issues were in the forefront in January.  
Officer Wersching, having completed his Private 
Rotocraft Pilots Rating began to pursue his 
Commercial License participating in our in-house 
training.  Officer Ramsey began his flight training 
working toward his Private License. Despite the 
intense amount of training, the unit still produced 
some noteworthy activity.   

Daniels, Frank/Kathleen Decker, L.M./S.H.  
Deuel, Edward/Evelyn Di Trolio, Carmen  
Dunn, Cathaleen/Murphy, George 
Eggers, James   Endo, Ichiro/Michi  
Erber, George/Carmen Falde, Gary/Marilee  
Francis, Stacy   Getsham, Gloria  
Goodyear, M.C./F.E.  Greco, M.D., Donald  HB1 responded to a call of a vehicle burglary in 

progress.  After arriving the crew began a FLIR 
search of the area and observed three suspects 
run from the area and hide near a house.  
Ground units were directed and all three were 
taken into custody. 

Gruenebaum, Fred/Eleanor Hapke, Walt/Ruth  
Harris, Rexine/Grigsby, Don Harrison, Edward/Haruko 
Hawes, H.L.   Hoxsie, R.D./L.L. 
Kendrick, Peter/Tanya Knack, Margaret 
Livengood, Tom  McKowen-Miller, Rosemarie Officer Catalano and Wersching assisted our 

motors with a high speed vehicle pursuit. HB1 
called the pursuit then directed the ensuing foot 
chase until the suspect was taken into custody. 

McQuarrie, Agnes  Nees, William 
Nicola, Nancy/Laupkini, Warren 
Pannone, Armeda  Phillips, J.E./L.H. 

Officer Wersching observed a large oil spill 
directly off shore.  Coast Guard was notified and 
directed to the spill location for appropriate 
response.  

Pimm, Tom/Patricia  Pooler, R.E./T.S. 
Rajah Incorp.   Roberts, W. Kelly 
Rosh, Ann   Rotter, Mary/Frank 

Further observations made by HB1 crews 
resulted in 3 DUI arrests as well as the arrests of 
three street racers who were racing on public 
streets in excess of 120 mph. 

Roy, Albert/Arlene  Russell, Dolores L. 
Ruiter, Johan/Jean  Smith, Larry/Sandra  
Stauffer, David/Robyn Stone, Thomas  
Thomas, Harvey/Suzanne Tuller, Nancy/Barry  ____________________________ 
Vezie, Jean   Wallace, Nancy   

EXECUTIVE Wilhelmi, Margaret  Williams, Edward  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Wood, Alden/Eleanor  Yamada, Sei/Hideko  President 

Yount, Zelda DAVID SHOSTAK 
Vice President 

WAYNE WONG 
Treasurer 

KEN POLLOCK 
Past President 

                 KATHIE LIBOON 
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES
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                  Member at Large 
PENNY LAMBRIGHT 

 
SPEAKER’S BUREAU 

Kathy DePeri, Kathie Liboon, 
Penny Lambright, David Shostak 

________________________ 
 

 
Special thanks to members listed below for 

their donations. 2004

2006

 
Aiello, Diane/Sam  Armstrong, 
Jack/Patricia 
Attridge, Charles/Wilma Barkawi, Janet 
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RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES, VEHICLE BURGLARIES GRAND THEFT AUTOS 

 
The police patrol areas are the north 
and south.  The patrol beats are 2-13.  
Your RD (Reporting District) is the 
half-mile square surrounding your 
home. 
 
To locate your Beat and RD, please 
check the map on the back inside 
page.  In most cases, your BEAT/RD 
is identified on your address-mailing 
label. 
 

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES 
38 REPORTED IN FEBRUARY 
50 REPORTED IN JANUARY 

 
Fourteen of the entries were due to 
OPEN OR UNLOCKED windows or 
doors, or  37% of the entries reported. 
 
Further breakdown reveals 8 garage 
entries out of 38 burglaries, or 21% of 
the entries reported in February. 
 
Nineteen of the entries were reported to 
have occurred during daytime (6:00 am. 
to 6:00 pm.).Nineteen entries occurred 
during night  (6:00 pm. to 6:00 am.). 
 
There were four attempts without entry, 
Thirteen entries were by force or pry 
tool, five entries were by unknown 
means, one entry was by a passkey, one 
entry by a window smash. 
 

VEHICLE BURGLARIES 
101 REPORTED IN FEBRUARY 
107 REPORTED IN JANUARY 

 
GRAND THEFT AUTOS 

49 REPORTED IN FEBRUARY 
52 REPORTED IN JANUARY 

 
BEAT 2     
   
  0  Residential Burglaries 

5  Vehicle Burglaries 
0  Grand Theft Autos 
 

Residential Burglaries 
None 
 
 
 

Streets: None 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 465 – 3 RD 476 – 2 
 
Grand Theft Autos 
None  
   
BEAT 3     
 
 0 Residential Burglaries 
 3 Vehicle Burglaries 
 2 Grand Theft Autos 
 
Residential Burglaries 
None  
Streets:  None 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 445 – 1 RD 447 – 1 
RD 457 – 1  
  
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 447  – 2   
 
BEAT 4        
 
  8  Residential Burglaries 
14  Vehicle Burglaries 
  5 Grand Theft Autos 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 432 – 2 RD 433 – 1  
RD 442 – 3 RD 443 – 1 
RD 452 – 1   
   
Streets:  Alsuna, Edgewood, Huntington,  
Oswego, Malloy, Beachcomber, two 
entries on Florida.  FOUR ENTRIES 
BY OPEN OR UNLOCKED DOORS 
OR WINDOWS.   One attempt without 
entry, one entry by force, and two entries 
by unknown means. There were no 
garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 432 – 3 RD 442 – 2 
RD 443 – 1 RD 452 – 2 
RD 462 – 1 RD 463 – 4 
RD 472 – 1   
   
 
 
 

 
 
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 432  - 2 RD 452 – 2 
RD 463 – 1   
    
BEAT 5     
 
 1 Residential Burglary 
 3 Vehicle Burglaries 
 1 Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 425 – 1  
  
Street: Waterbury 
ONE ENTRY BY AN OPEN 
WINDOW OR DOOR.   There were no 
garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 425 – 2 RD 426 – 1 
     
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 425 – 1    
 
BEAT 6     
 
  7 Residential Burglaries 
  9 Vehicle Burglaries 
   5 Grand Theft Autos 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 328 – 1 RD 339 – 2 
RD 359 – 3 RD 451 – 1  
  
Streets:  Foxdale, Surfbreaker, Scenic 
Bay, Pecan and three entries on 11th 
St.(all  three were under construction). 
TWO ENTRIES BY OPEN OR 
UNLOCKED WINDOWS.  One entry 
by unknown means, four entries by pry 
or force. There were two garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 348 – 3 RD 359 – 1   
RD 451 – 5  
    
Grand Theft Autos   
RD 441 – 1 RD 451 – 4  
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BEAT 7           
 
  7 Residential Burglaries 
  6 Vehicle Burglaries 
  3 Grand Theft Autos 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 292 – 1 RD 412 –  3 
RD 422 – 3  
  
Streets: Ontario, Delaware, Clay, 
Sunray, Huntington and two entries on 
Timber. ONE ENTRY BY AN OPEN 
WINDOW.  Four entries by force or pry 
tool,  one attempt without entry, one 
entry by a passkey.  There were four 
garage entries. 
  
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 412  –  2 RD 421 – 1  
RD 422 –   3  
     
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 293 – 1 RD 422 – 2  
     
    
BEAT 8     
 
   4 Residential Burglaries 
   5 Vehicle Burglaries 
   3 Grand Theft Autos 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 178 – 1 RD 188 – 2 
RD 197 – 1  
 
Streets: Athena, Torin, Balmoral and 
Midway THREE ENTRIES BY OPEN 
OR UNLOCKED DOORS OR 
WINDOWS.  There was one entry by a 
window smash.  There were no garage 
entries. 
  
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 176  - 1 RD 178  -  1 
RD 188 – 1 RD 198 -   2  
   
Grand Theft Autos    
RD 177 –  1 RD 198 – 1  
RD 199 –  1    
    
BEAT 9     
   
    3 Residential Burglaries 
  14 Vehicle Burglaries 
    9 Grand Theft Autos  
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 263 – 1 RD 272 – 1 
RD 282 – 1   
Streets:  Lambert, Slater and Newman. 
TWO ENTRIES BY OPEN OR 
UNLOCKED WINDOWS OR 

DOORS.  One attempt without entry. 
There were no garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD  271 – 2 RD 272  – 3  
RD  273 – 1 RD 283 -   8 
  
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 272 –  2 RD 282 -  5 
RD 283 -   2  
  
BEAT 10    
 
 4 Residential Burglaries 
12 Vehicle Burglaries 
  4 Grand Theft Autos 
    
Residential Burglaries 
RD 153 – 2 RD 164 – 1 
RD 165 – 1   
   
Streets:  Windspun, Tortola, Pickwick, 
and Lynn.  Two entries were by force or 
pry tool, there was one attempt without 
entry and one entry by unknown means. 
There were two garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 151 – 1 RD 152 – 1 
RD 153 – 1 RD 155 – 1  
RD 164 – 2 RD 165 – 2  
RD 173 – 2 RD 175 – 2 
  
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 151 – 1 RD 154 – 1 
RD 165 – 1 RD 174 – 1 
  
    
BEAT 11    
 
  1  Residential Burglary 
  4 Vehicle Burglaries 
  1  Grand Theft Auto 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 169 – 1  
 
Street:  Lydia , entry by unknown 
means. There were no garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries  
RD 158 – 2 RD 166 – 1  
RD 169 – 1  
  
 
 
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 166 – 1   
 
BEAT 12________ 
 
  2 Residential Burglaries 

  2 Vehicle Burglaries 
  4 Grand Theft Autos 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 149 – 2   
 
Streets:  Tullow and Breeland. Two entries 
by force or pry tool.  There were no garage 
entries. Vehicle seen during the time of the 
Tullow forced entry described as:  dark 
colored newer Camry, 4-door. Driver was 
Hispanic or White with a shaved head, 20-30 
years old. Paper plate saying “Elmore 
Toyota”. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 147 – 1 RD 148 – 1 
  
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 126 – 2 RD  138 – 2  
  
BEAT 13    
 
    1 Residential Burglary 
  24 Vehicle Burglaries 
  12 Grand Theft Autos 
 
Residential Burglaries 
RD 252 – 1  
   
Street:  Parkside, entry by an unlocked 
door.  There were no garage entries. 
 
Vehicle Burglaries 
RD 232 – 3 RD 241 – 3 
RD 242 – 3 RD 251 – 1 
RD 252 – 5 RD 253 – 2 
RD 261 – 6 RD 262 – 1 
  
 
Grand Theft Autos 
RD 241 – 3 RD 242 -  1  
RD 252 – 3 RD 253 – 2 
RD 261  - 1 RD 262 – 2  
______________________________ 
 
The Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program can check your house 
while you’re on vacation, call 374-
1507 a week in advance. 
________________________ 
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Prevent ID Theft 
• Shred or tear up pre-approved credit card 

applications, and other mail with your social 
security number, bank account and credit card 
account numbers before throwing them away. 

• Never throw mail with personal information into 
trash bins at post offices. 

• Do not leave information with personal and 
financial information in your vehicle. 

• Review bank and credit card statements each 
month for fraudulent activity.  If anything is amiss, 
immediately report the problem to your bank or 
credit card company. 

• If your bills do not arrive in a timely manner, 
contact your creditors. Your bills may have been 
lost in the mail or stolen. 

• Before giving out any personal information to a 
company, ask how the information will be used 
and whether it will be transferred to third parties 
(mailing lists). 

• Periodically, order your credit report from the 
three major credit-reporting agencies and check 
for accuracy. 

• Do not leave receipts at the ATM machine and 
gas pump. 

• Limit the amount of credit cards and personal 
information that you carry in your wallet.  If you 
have old credit accounts that you don’t use, 
cancel the accounts and cut up the cards. 

• Do not carry your social security card in your 
wallet. 

• Do not write credit account numbers on checks or 
the outside of envelopes when paying bills. 

• Be extremely careful about divulging personal 
information such as place of employment, 
employee identification number or mother’s 
maiden name. 

• Buy a shredder, and use it. 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 
ROBERT “ROY” SHAW ROBERT “ROY” SHAW 

RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 
Born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Roy met his wife 

Mary, and they got married and 
then their daughter, Karen was 
born. In 1968, they all 
immigrated to the United States 
and settled in Inglewood, 
California.  Roy was hired by 
McDermott Company, Inc., as 
an offshore oil construction 
company where we worked on 
platform projects for the Santa 
Barbara Channel. He later was 
transferred to McDermott 

International, Inc. as a mechanical design engineer, 
responsible for the coordination of both on-shore and 
off-shore facilities, in Khafji and the Arabian Gulf. 

Roy and his family moved to Huntington Beach 
in 1970.  Roy went to work for U.S. Borax and 
Chemical Corporation.  Their second child, Robert was 
born in 1973 in Huntington Beach.  They loved 
Huntington Beach so much, they decided to stay.  So 
they submitted their papers to become citizens and 
became naturalized in 1977.  The first granddaughter 
was born in December of 1997 and is the love of their 
life.  Roy loves to water color paint, ride his bike and 
swim. 

Roy retired in 1998 and joined the Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program in 2005.  He works patrol, 
conducts vacation checks and removes illegally posted 
signs.  The Police Department appreciates Roy’s 
dedication to the community and congratulates him for 
being selected volunteer of the month. 
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